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In an effort to explore the different ways prejudice and stereotyping impact different stigmatized groups, you are required to explore the experiences of two different groups of stigmatized individuals.  You should select two disadvantaged group and describe their similarities and differences in terms of the ways that these groups react to being the targets of prejudice and stereotyping.  One group should be an easily identifiable group (according to outward traits or appearances) while the other should have a “hidden” stigma.  

Use the sections and questions below to organize your paper.

1) Group Definition - First, describe the two groups you have selected in detail.  How do they meet the criteria for a Social Stigma? What are some of the stereotypes or beliefs about each group?  Are the stereotypes primarily negative or positive? How do others view the group?  

2) Group Treatment- Have these groups been treated differently throughout history (i.e. has tolerance developed more for one group then the other)? Do laws protect one group more then the other?  How are they currently treated?

3) Members Perceptions- Describe the experience of belonging to the stigmatized groups from the perspective of a group member. Are there differences in how members of each of the groups react to being stereotyped?  What impact (if any) do these stereotypes have on individuals’ behavior and motivation to achieve?  Do group members fall prey to Self-fulfilling prophecies with regard to others’ beliefs about them?   How does the stereotype affect their willingness to identify with their group?  Do group member attempt to identify more strongly with the group or do they deny membership in the groups?

Although your paper does not have to address each individual section of each question, you should include information similar to the questions posed.
  
The paper should be between 4 and 6 double-spaced pages.  You should look up a minimum of 5 reference articles on the two groups to support your claims and cite these references in the body of your paper.  Include a reference page in the appropriate APA format.  


